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Named: aſſerted, and greed unto, by fete A 
E -  :...'a_l Peaceabic Perſons of the City of London, 
2 ; | Et, Southwark, Haw blcts, and | ED. 


| Places adjacent ; J 


T is a Maxime of Common Rioht yielded and ALA of al. 
hands,: # Parli:ment and Arr:y ttirongheut their feveralPapirs, . 
That the Peopl: of England are 1 fre: Peopiethe ſole Original of ther awn 
Autl.9 2 "ity, and in no whe to b. inbjre'd £7 : he Iron yoak of a: 1impoſed A 
Goverment, the Agreement and | EtcC,,n of the F+4c People being the © 
trueFountatn of the Supreme and 5fatl: fubordinate Authortdce 9f 4 
this Land; and What 1 is of otÞe: Derivation, the ſame not to be adimited -X 
Am. {ubmirted whto 5 but declined as Arbytrary, and Forreign., | 
--..1 Forthe People in g'necal have all Law nd Atirhority within 
themlelves, manaping their pub!ike Afaires by oh: 1 Own deafed Par- 


q — COS * 4462 ..--- 
F praſbatee to the [eriezs C80 Sderation of FI the F nepapie 
rad Common-Wealth. July the 9 16s ROT AES 29%: 
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- Jiamoerits or Comm 1 conncels of Eggs oO {909 8” RES 

1 2 Judging, dec: wang , and determining all Mi: atters ad Ge ſis MY 
Whatſveyerby chievr 7 Ties, 4 
'Andin Ft thus betwixt paity 5nd party, whethevofBathth "ns, _ 


Saleh, Conveyancts, B.»nds, or: Releaſes, the Ag reemadrit; Curt 210, = 
Or GontraRt ot the pzity and parties conctriicd, 8 th Le if the Fan 4 
| Fundamentalad unaltcrable. CET 2. 
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=. So tharthe People are the Beginning, Medium, and Ead of, and 
1 through the whole Frame of England's Lawes and Government thu 


A  teten Bok Eo hho, Of which ye 


{4 
"Wy oe | 
A-riohc and'l heritance: : 15 pre- 
 . _ par'd and ready to our handr, our Lawes madc, cur Gorernmens 
+- _ founded: Our work is not now to tear up theſe Foundations, to in- 
Novateor introduce any new Conſtitution or Frame of Government, 
but to-maintain, defend, & preſervE the Oldifreed from the Encroach- 
ment ad EIſurpations of Kinges, Lords,and Pricfts. And within theſe 
antient indiſputable Boundaries are our Parliaments or pr:nd 
Coufcels ro be copfined : beyond this thiry are hot.to ſwell; ' hither 
SIT ao 10090 ethers” (Df TT OOO OPERON 
And its the Inheritance of our Children, which ouc ſelves have 
- Not power to pive away from them. 
___ Tc is outof the limits of our Truſt; for the People , who are the 
__-Truftccs, areas well limited as their Ele&ed Truftees : they cannot 
'  Cenfer morethen they have in themſelves : this Generation cannot of 
right diſ-inherite the next. 
Thus is our Government{if rightly confidered)) certain and ftab]:, 
as the Foundations of the Earth , not to be toſt and varicd from this 
to that at Will and Diſcretion ( the Parent of Faftions, Diſcentions, 
and War- ) but to be preſerved as ſacred and vn:Iterable : And then 
the Commonwealth,as it ſhall be free,ſo fhall it be ſate an] quiet in it 
E felf. | 
E - Andnow the wars being over, we cannet look upon our ſelves as 
* _ a conquered people,to receive our Laws and Government at the hand 
efaConqueror, Conqueſt being a Title more proper amangft Beares 
and Wolves,then amongſt the free people of England The Army being 
raiſed not againſt the People, or for jubverſion of their Rights, but 
for the maintenance ofthcir Fandamental lawes and libertice; in do- 
Ing whereof, they have had the cordial afliftance of all the well-affe- 
| Red of this Nation,as part whereof we alwayes <ftcemed them to be : 
 Sothat, in ſubduing the common enemy, we ſubdued not our ſelves, 
nor loſt our Birth-rights. TS wo 
h And therefore we cannot deem it any Crime te lay claim unto the 
_ Fundamental lawes and liberties of our dear and native Countrey , 
the conſtant Claim of our Fore-fathers through all ſaccefſion of Go- 
vernments and Changes in this Nation ; arid to agree unto,maintain, * 
and aſſert the ſame,khoping that the Gentlemen convened in Councel 
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- r Weſtminſter, will never go b J take that fromiUs, they never 
cavells, Onr Lawes and Liberties; but will improve this bleffed Qp- 
,ortunity now in their hands, to reſtore us to the fall fruicion and 7 . 
anJoyment thereof, which will engage Us freely of our. own, accords, 
as eccafion thall be offered,te hazard and ſpend our lives,andall that - 
js ncar and dear unto [ls in their juſt defetice. FD 3657 61 

And therefore they.may ( amongſt other of the free-born people of 
England)be pleaſed to take notice, That amongft other of our Liber- 
ties and free Cuſtoms of England, theſe following,as our Fundamen- 
tals, we claian and expe in behalf of our ſelves,and all the reft of the 
free people of this Geammonwealth ; and let none think it ftrange, 
or that it 18 cur preſumption : For eur Liberties are ouc own, and - 
our Childrens after [[s; - they are not ef Grace or Favour: : [And 
therefore we crave them not as an Almes , but claim them as Our and 
our Childrens Right. I: 


: Andfirſt, that the Government of England is net to be Arby- 
rarye . | z-I 

2 That the Supreme Authority cannot be deyolved upon any per« 
ſon,or p cions,bur by Elc&ion of the free frople. bs 
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3 That yearly Parliamentz(to be choſen of courſe by the people). 
is the encly Supreme lawful Government of England. D 

4 That all Officers and Magiſtrates of the Common-wealth: are 
to be ordained and commiſhoned onely by the Ele&ion of the Peo- 
»:e of the ſeveralplaces where they are to officiate; none to be in pub« 
lice place above > | YeATL. | | 431 

5 That no other wayes of Tryals bein England for life, limb, Ii- 
berty, or eſtate, but by Jaries of any perſon of what quality foever : 
all other wayevof Tryals; as, by Commiſſioners, Committees, High- 
Courts of Juftlee, Councels of State, Privy Councets, Councels of 
War, Courts Spiritual, &c.being but the branches of Popiſh, Regal, 
and Arbytrary Power infovated upon the Liberties of the People. © 

6 That Parliaments have not powet to continue their Sirting a« 
bove a year. | we OY 

- 5 That Parliaments arenot Executioners of the Law. | :< 

8 That the whole execution thereof be referred to particular. 
Courts of Juſtice, = AEARSFLSTFE-EBLAT kf 14. # SEES LD EMEES 6. 
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9 That no man is to be judged before Jac Tryal 2 or by a Law 
_ after the Fa& committed. 

-x0 That Puniſhments acre to be proportioned to the Offences » an 
Eye tor an Rye,a Tooth for a Tooth, and Bluod for Blood. 

Tx That ch+ Tart. s of England are "__ of matter of Law,as well 
as matter of FR, . 

12 7':at upon all Tryal: Witnefſ:s on both fides razy be ſworn , 
theAccaier and the Accuſed br ought face to face, and all Courts 
to be pubike and open. 


13 That no man is to be compelled to ſwear or anſwer to Q ieſti- 
fions,ro accuſe himfclfor Rilations, 


- I 4 Tha: no coe:clive Pow-r Is to be admitted or exerciſed in mat- 
ters-of Relirion; | 

15 Thati the maintenance of a Clergy, by way of Tyrhes > or 
other enforced Maintcnance,is not to bcimpoted, or iudmitred nn- 
LO. 

' 16 That all S's be ended, paſt all Appeal! within a ſhort prefix'd 
time, in the Handred,and County Courts en fy. 

17 That Balc in no Cale 1s to be denied, Tryals £m b: * pe de, and 
lian hard Impriſorments n+: lonzer io be futfi red, 
\ 18 Thatthe right ofthe Poor, in thrir Gore org; may be pr ere. 
ved, and ſreed trum the Ufarparl v1:;© 674: 2tOfu wi , at. MACTO 20 278 
of all manner of Pryj:&o:s, Undertak cy, &cc.. we : rhe © oe 
 Fenures of Lands,as by Copy-h 14s or ot likega-, *>iHbed 4 ih J- 

den for naught. 44/76 bs! d-39;, 
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-49.-\That:no: Fees are to het takca If. - Gav.Þ6 «8: (bf their prizo- 
NETS. "ESU $4 
-20 ' That all proce*ding#'in ch: aw aie toe ine, wich 
or Fees from the part}** !0 the Qtic.. 4:7 | 
- 21:1That no mans Body is <0 FE nn fontdrfor Debe:; 7 but all 
Eftates:to be hible ro 1"; ake (far? $ +151; W hs 41.06% &7; 
22 That no man bs to be 1: 1p ff 4 fo erve tntyhie © Wa "$, OBS 
23” -Ehar the Militin is. - HY n one Our? 2 :thei.veral C Counties, | 
and '#: : PE; {Ons cruſt, d therc wich, cleCted £ Jy tac people t: Ut tle 
to tl:ae, 


24 That. all perſons be equally and alike ſubjcdt to the 
Jie 


-+ 25 That Trade to all Parts beyoud the fras be equallz y free ro all. 
 Enx:ith 
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Englith- men z ; that ny Menogh £5. Pattene, gd ſlings, Fore f al. 
ling, Exciz-,or Cuſtomes,be lov ger 2dmitt{d or c- "Witiucd, and t 
all publike Monizz be _ratied by thc 0 d wy of Sabſidics. 1 % 
= Thar it 18 th: Faglith-aien' iLoerty,, cpncetning tu: 18, Upon - 
any Tryal,ro mike his challenge or cxc pilok ogalalt. 35.1. hut : 
dit cau(;,and againft as many more as juft czute cap bealleadaud 
againft,until the party do ey tdent!y ſec, that his Tryers do ftand in- 
different. 

27 That all Starute-laws, AQﬀs 2nd Ordinances of Parliament, 
and al! corrupt Cuftoras or p aRies, of what Antiquity ſoever,con- 
trary to theſcFundamentals or Freedomzare to bt holden for noungety 
not to be obeyed or uſed in England. 

23 That the grand Cource I: or Parliaments of Ecaland, have not. 
power to diminiſh,violate or alter any of theſe Fundamentals ; Theſe , 
being the juff and Irwiul Claim, the ſtanding, unalterable liberties of the peo- 
pe; and which we 1.1 down as the L, and-adtks; the very Baſis and | 
Fo:ndations at F reedom , the very Elements and firſt Printiples of Com- J 
mon Right, and 2s wirhout which the Government of Enoland cannot ; 
be a Free Government, nor this Nation a Free Common wealth : theſe be-- 
ing the on-ly Zars apainſt Monarchy and Arbitrary Power ,. and thx .true . © 
Gon/rro#'ors + is publike Peace and weal of the people and which. 1 


by hi: 41 4preem-at and Claim we own ; And profe eſs 48 in 
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Kence 0. God, ty live and dye in the juſt maintiinance and rofelhon I 
- lacreor. | | y 
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Asfor the Clu 16945 ed Kings, Lord, or Priefls ; rhobgh they- 
ch4)'e er ge e reat: Antiquity in this Nation , YEL are they go. wah | 
ther they the ! undynrnials of Bondage and Tyranny. = o 
i rerogative and SHPYEmM ICY /ith that of unknown, unlimi- 
ted Parliament Priviles, 2c, being the very Mothes and 'Ca-+ 
| te: pillars of the F andamental Laws fad: Liberties of the 
|- F ice people of Erigiaind. For theſe and alt Tawes infavour 
of then , are hat the Claire of #omin:tion and Greatnefi over 
tie Dru ple. W heras this our C/a:#2 in behalf of the people, is 
'2 > of certiin Maxim & Foundations cof- cur Government that ecnds - = 
- notto thepartienlar advantage of our ſelves ( or any-@ther'.* 
E foro LEA ) but ro the common : and univerſal good and beme % 
=. = 
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life it ſelf , but at the pleaſures of ſome men ruling meerly accord- 


of all, and therefore inconfillt? with the other, | 
The people cannot be a Free people, while the Supream 
power or Authority is wreſted out of their hands, into the 
hands of one particulzr, or fome few 3 ſo much of their Au« 
thority as they let go, ſo much of Bondage they letin; and 
the prime B-dge and prineiple of their Freedom 1s, Their own 
Ele#ien ;, while that 1s wanting, they are meer ſlaves, at will 
and Diſcretion, | Ws PR 
: The confideration of which , cannot but put us in minde - 
of the many ſolemn Vows and promilſes of the-preſert Army, 
as to the reſtoration of the Fundamental Laws and Liber- 


ties of England, . one place or two we fhall recite 3 Declar. 


Jwne 14. 164.7. they there tell us, That their Deſereg as to the 
compleat ſettiement of the liberties of the people is that bleſſing of 
God, then which (of all worldly bleſſings ) nothing was more dear 
unto them, or more pretions in their thoughts ; and all their en- 
joyments of life or livelihood , or neareSt relations , but aprice ſuf= 
ficient to the purchaſe of ſo rich a bleſſing , that themſelves aud all 
the fee barn people of this Nation, may fit down in quiet under 
their own Vines, and nnder the gloriows adminiſtration of Juſtice 
and Righteouſneſs, and in ful poſſeſſron of theſe FUND 4- 
MENTAL RIGHTS and LIBERTIES, without 
which we cam have little hopes (it is their own words ) 45 to hu- 
ane conſideration, to enjoy any comforts of life , or ſo much as 


ing to Þ ul] and power, 
And in the ſame Declaration they may remember they 
profeſſed themſelves, Net « mcer mercinary Army , hired to 
ſerve any Arbitrary power , but called jorih and conjured by the 
ſeveral Declarations of Parliament , to the Defence of their own - 
and the peoples juit and Fundamental Rights and-Liberiics, and 
ſo tookup Armes in judgement and Conſcience to hoſe ends 5 and 
ſo reſolved to continue, againſt ef Arb:iirary power , Violence 


and 


_ andoppreſſuen. And in theid Sdlober Engagement made at New- | 
. Market Heath, June 5. 1647. they did promiſe and engage ts 

. God andtothe People, not to divide nr disband, nor ſuffer thems« 

ſelves to be divided nor dizbanaed , vatill the ful en joymen! of our 
Freedoms; molt ſeriouſly promiſing -in' ſ&veraP of thetr pa- 

| pers, not to meddlewith the advancement of any particular par- 
ty or intere? On 3 but onely minde the COMMON 
RIGHT andintereſt of thepeople” - 

And therefore it cannot but be matter of amazement tiths - 3 
tous; that any Officer or Soldier who hath'thus promiſed 
and proteſted for the Fundamental Lews and Liberties of the 
people, fhould now queftion , whether there be any Fnnda- 
#n:ntal Laws and Liberties or no © yea, and affirm, that two limes 
of them are not to be produced; as we wereanfwered at the de- *' 
livery of our Petition in the behalf of Eieutenant Colonel 
Johns Lalburue (now Priſoner 1n Newgate, as againſt the 
Fundamental Laws of England , fo againſt theſe Vowes of 
the Army ) whoſe Liberty forthwith we Claimand Expe@ ; 
as alſo the liberty of all others impriſoned contrary to theſe 
or any one of theſe Fundamentals of Common Right, 

And of no leſs aſtoniſkment it 1s unto.us , That after we 
had preſented to the General and the Officers of the Army, 
our Advice concerning the Reſtoration of the Fundamental 
Lawes ans Eiberties of Ergland, we were told at a publike 
meeting by one of the Councel of Officers, That the things 
therein preſented ts their conſideration were acknowleged to be juſt 
ard good, but our perſons were ſo obnoxious to them, that if the 
Goſpel ſhould be brought by our hands to them , and they knew 

it came downe from Heaven unto #4 , yet would they reje@ it for 
eur ſakes, or to this effect. | 

Yet we hope theſe are but words of paſſion, ſuch as they 
will not jultifie3 for indeed they areofa very ill kinde, of 


_ 


us, and itich as they an enſcience 
| in the leaſt to countera "_ ME DS 
\ axGad forbid)or be offended at ustor thuqure 
_ and yp erat, we mult got withſtanding 
fcQions, and conſtant peaceable 'acknow ed 
aevertal Rights, and the God of | 
Judge betwixt them and se 
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